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		[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK3]Message from the Chair 
[image: lizzie]I am honored to have the opportunity to serve as chairperson of a wonderful group of sisters who are dedicated to causes that affect families and children in our community.  With a committed advisory board and DeThane Johnson as vice-chair, I am looking forward to moving this organization toward reaching the goals that were set under the past leadership. Peggy Parker and Gwen Bampfield have done a great job leading us for the past three years.  We will continue to work hard and recruit more women to become PEARLS.

Our goal for the month of November is to connect more women who care with causes that matter in our community.  We will be reaching out to all women in Hampton County to join our organization as we strive to make our county a great place for everyone to live.  

Lizzie Young
Chair, PEARLS of Hampton County 
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	Sowing the Seeds of Sisterhood[image: Richfield]
The PEARLS of Hampton County and their guests gathered for a garden party on May 6, 2010, for the 3rd Annual Meeting at the beautiful Richfield Plantation in McPhersonville. The theme was "Sowing the Seeds of Sisterhood."

Gwen Bampfi[image: pearls 3]eld, Co-Chair, PEARLS of Hampton County, and Nathaniel Jones, Board Member and Treasurer of the  Community Foundation of the Lowcountry, welcomed our members and their guests.

Denise Spencer, President and CEO, Community Foundation of the Lowcountry, as always, gave us strength and encouragement through her wisdom and guidance. 

[image: pearls 36]Our guest speaker was our own Paula Harper Bethea who grew up in Estill. Ms Bethea is the CEO of South Carolina Education Lottery. Her motivational speech "You Can Make the Difference,"  had all of us wanting to do more for our county and its people.
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	[image: pearls 2]Grants Awarded to Nonprofits
The theme of this year's grantmaking was "Girls in Crisis." 

A grant of $1,000 was awarded to the Girls in Real Life Situations (G.I.R.L.S) program and a grant of $1,400 was awarded for the Heart Matters program at Wade Hampton High School.
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	[image: betty]Betti Crosby Early Childhood Memorial Fund 

The Betti Crosby Early Childhood Memorial Fund has been started at the Community Foundation of the Lowcountry under the direction of the PEARLS Advisory Board.
Peggy Parker and Johnny Parker began the fund in memory of a dear friend and founding PEARL Sister. This fund is set up to promote the continued support of early childhood development in Betti's memory for all she did and achieved for the youth of Hampton County. 

The mission of the fund is to provide support for early childhood education and parenting programs in Hampton County classrooms.
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	PEARLS to Unveil Program to Support Young Girls
 
WHAT: PEARLS/SCHOOLS Partnership
WHERE: All Hampton County Elementary Schools
WHEN: Beginning January 2011
WHO: Girls who are NATURAL LEADERS 
WHY: Because WE (PEARLS) CAN and Should
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	Making Membership Easier

A new policy was adopted in the spring to make every one's life easier.

All PEARL sisters will have the same anniversary date for renewing their membership. That date will be every July 1st. Many of you received a letter with your prorated lesser amount because you had paid during the 2009/2010 year.

Now we are all on track with this current year.

We will be recruiting only two times during the year---Spring /Summer and Fall.
We are asking all sisters to begin talking to one good friend or family member that you would like to be a PEARL along with you. Please bring this potential sista to the Nov. 7th tea. All FIRST TIME women joining at that time will pay a ONE TIME membership amount of $150, as one quarter of the year will be over. After this opportunity, the next recruitment drive will be closer to the Annual Meeting in the spring and will be $200, going towards the new year's membership.

REMEMBER: EVERY MEMBERSHIP DOLLAR INSTANTLY DOUBLES BECAUSE OF THE MATCHING GRANT SUPPORT OF THE COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF THE LOWCOUNTRY...THEY BELIEVE IN OUR ORGANIZATION AND OUR WORK IN HAMPTON COUNTY. 
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	Sign, Sign, Everywhere a Sign
There are four signs currently in production for PEARLS of Hampton County to encourage interest countywide. 

[image: pearls sign]These signs will be placed near the towns of Yemassee, Varnville/Hampton, Estill and Brunson. Our goal is to increase membership throughout the County to further achieve our goal in helping others through collective giving. 

A sample of the sign was displayed at our Annual Meeting. Graphic Designs of Yemassee has been assisting us. Annette Youmans, owner and operator, is one of our Pearl Sisters. Additional signs with similar messages are planned as monies become available.
Money was generously donated for our current signs!
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PEARLS of Hampton County
JOIN YOUR PEARLS SISTAS' FOR AN AFTERNOON OF 
TEA AND LAUGHTER
Guest Speaker, Lin Laffitte
There's a frog in your tea . . .  
Start your day sipping the stress away one cup at a time.

Event Info:
Sunday, November 7, 2010
4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
500 Jackson Avenue - Hampton
Hostesses: Peggy Parker and the Membership Committee

RSVP to 843.681.9100 or register online on the Community Foundation's website at http://www.cf-lowcountry.org/learn/events

Please consider bringing a friend and potential PEARLS member to the event.
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	Upcoming Dates 

November 20, 2010
8:15 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
G.I.R.L.S. (2010 GRANT RECIPIENT) Workshop
"Having Power over Your Life"  
North District Middle School - Varnville

April 26, 2011
Annual Meeting
TBD
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	Community Foundation of the Lowcountry
P.O. Box 23019
Hilton Head Island, SC 29925
843.681.9100  www.cf-lowcountry.org
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