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	Message from Mary
	

	[image: https://origin.ih.constantcontact.com/fs027/1101414741673/img/99.jpg]It has been my privilege to be a founding member of Women in Philanthropy, serving on the Advisory Board for seven years and as its Chair for the past two years.  I plan to remain actively involved and hope that all of you will, too.
 
We've brought Women in Philanthropy from an idea to a well structured, well funded, vibrant organization.  I would like to take this opportunity to share some closing thoughts with you.
 
Our Strategic Plan, now being fine-tuned, provides a clear mission:  Through the unique lens of a woman to: (1) promote the power of collective giving; (2) explore new approaches to address community needs, (3) embrace fellowship, and (4) engage and inspire women along their philanthropic paths.
 
Philanthropy to most of us means giving time, talent and treasure.  As with any new organization, we've had to build our endowment (now over $500,000!) to be able to make grants to the community at increasing levels every year.  Collective giving and grant making have been our principle focus. 
 
In the past two years, we've expanded that focus through member and community education, and we've celebrated our success with new fellowship and member recruitment parties in member homes.  I personally thank all those who opened their homes to us.
 
But we've heard from many of you that you would like to have more opportunity to become involved in supporting our designated objectives.  Our revised Strategic Plan will take this into account with new initiatives to (1)identify and communicate individual opportunities to volunteer for those organizations who have earned our support through the grant making process, (2) create some collective hands-on projects for WIP members to work together on defined projects, and (3) develop a speakers bureau to educate and advocate for the causes we support.  I will head a task force this summer to develop the implementation plan these new engagement activities.  The current thinking is that we will create a Community Services Committee for which we will be seeking a chair and members.  Please let me know if you have interest in being a part of this exciting new venture.
 
This, of course, is all in addition to opportunities to participate our existing committees which may well grow in scope and numbers as our focus is expanded.  I feel strongly that becoming engaged or involved is the way you will get the most reward from your membership in Women in Philanthropy.  Our involvement will take different forms.  We each bring different resources to the table in terms of time, talent and treasure.  Some will make your priority giving dollars, others you time and talent - and hopefully, for many of you - all three.  Give what you can give and we will come together to make a difference in the Lowcountry!
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to help lead this growing organization through its infancy and adolescence.  My best wishes to Liz,  Margaret and the Advisory Board as they give leadership to the next chapter in the life of Women in Philanthropy.
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	All of us at Women in Philanthropy want to thank Mary for her contributions as President. Mary has truly given of her "time, talent and treasure," and we greatly appreciate her efforts.
	

	


[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK7]
	An Insiders Look at the Grants Committee
	

	Now that WIP has completed its latest grant cycle, we thought you might like to have a better understanding of how the Grants Committee makes its selections. This report was filed by Elaine Ernest, one of the Committee members.
 
"The recent economic downturn has had a devastating effect on Beaufort County non-profits. Yet the request for emergency aid, such as food, has doubled."
 
This was the conclusion reached by the Grants Committee after reading nearly 75 grant proposals and interviewing seven potential finalists for the $17,000 available this past year in grants. Although we are one of the richest counties in South Carolina, our poverty level remains disproportionately high. So for this past year's cycle of funding, the chosen theme was Helping the Hungry in Beaufort County.
 
The Committee decided on this theme (which was then approved by the Advisory Board) in early fall of 2009. The members of this dedicated and highly-motivated group take into consideration the current needs within the county and how we could best address them. After much research into the non-profits in the area that fit our theme's profile, letters and grant applications were sent to the appropriate organizations in late fall. PR announcements were also placed in local newspapers, with grant requests due in the Foundation's offices by the first business day of the year.
 
Once proposals were received, each Committee member read through them. At least two subsequent meetings were held to discuss the requests, centering on the strength of the organization, their history of fiscal responsibility, and the funding amount requested for their proposed project.
 
Using an analytical method, the applicants were then narrowed to ten finalists. Another analysis was then performed to determine which of the finalists to bring in for interviews. After the interviews, site visits may occur depending on the Committee members' knowledge of the potential grantee and the impact and value of their proposal.
 
As you know, last year's winners included all of Beaufort County, including "north of the Broad" where poverty is especially severe. The grants were then presented at the Annual Luncheon held on May 11th. 

They were:
Bluffton Self Help - $5,000          
HELP of Beaufort - $3,000
Children's Center - $1,875           
St. Vincent DePaul Outreach - $4,000
Deep Well Project - $3,125
 
Grant funding is usually determined by the amount of money requested by each non-profit for a specific project. Our Grants Committee works tirelessly and thoroughly to reach these decisions. We thank them for their excellent contribution.
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	Member Profile - Margaret McManus
	

	[image: McManus]Margaret was born in Lumberton, NC and moved with her family to Texas when she was twelve. After high school graduation, she moved on to Washington, DC where she studied at the School of International Service at The American University. She received a BA in International Relations and Studies, then married and moved to the Philippines where her first child was born. After returning to Washington DC area, she and her family settled in northern Virginia.  Her son was born in Virginia. 
 
Margaret was an Intelligence Officer for The Central Intelligence Agency for 22 years.  During her career she served in several different capacities, but was primarily focused on analytical work.  It was retirement and the beauty of the low country that brought her to Hilton Head four years ago. She lives in Windmill Harbour where she serves as Secretary of the Homeowners Association Board and Editor of their community newsletter. 
 
She is a supporter of the Coastal Discovery Museum, where she has worked as a history docent and now volunteers for special events. Margaret is also involved with Operation Rescue, a program for military families.  She is a member of the South Carolina Yacht Club and enjoys sailing with family and friends.   She is an avid traveler and travels frequently.  
 
Margaret joined WIP in the fall of 2009. She is active on the Membership and Communications committees. She is enthusiastic about meeting new people in WIP and learning more about the unique needs of our community.  She is a delightful addition to our membership. Look for her at our next fellowship event.
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	Member News
	

	[image: gini]Women in Philanthropy is saddened at the recent passing of Founding Member Gini von Hoffman.  

Gini was an active member of the Education Committee and assisted in the development of the first Nonprofit Services Showcase.

She will be greatly missed.
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	Member Roster Updates 
	

	We will be printing a new Member Directory this summer, so if any of your personal date (address, phone number, email) have changed in the past two years, please click here and fill out the information requested.
 
Keeping track of all our information is a big job, so please help us with this important project.




		



	Sincerely,

Margaret 

Margaret Sanders
Women in Philanthropy Communications Chair










		Our Mission:
Through a woman's unique lens: 
-          Promote the power of collective giving
-          Explore new approaches to address community needs
-          Embrace fellowship
-          Engage and inspire women along their philanthropic path



	
[image: logo]
Women in Philanthropy is a fund of the Community Foundation of the Lowcountry
4 Northridge Drive, Suite A, Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
843.681.9100  *  www.cf-lowcountry.org
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