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		[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK3]WIP Wins Big!

 
The Community Foundation of the Lowcountry surprised Advisory Board Chair Mary Noonan recently with the announcement of a challenge grant for Women in Philanthropy in the amount of $20,000.  The Foundation will add $250 to our endowment fund for every new member we bring in by July 1, 2011.  "This grant provides real momentum for us to achieve our ambitious goal of 80 new members and the potential to increase our endowment by more than $40,000 in the next year," said Noonan. "This will take our endowment over the $500,000 mark -- a real achievement for such a young organization.  Let's make it happen!"
 
Cindy Smith, VP for Grantmaking for the Foundation summed it up this way to our Board. "We're just so proud of Women in Philanthropy, and what you've done in so short a time. We're happy to help."
 
If you know someone who might be interested in joining WIP, this would be a great time to sign her up. If you need membership information, contact Linda Ellis at cabiner@hargray.com or call her at 837-3916. 
  
Fill out your survey! You'll be receiving an electronic survey from WIP in the next day or so. Please complete and return to us ASAP. We want your input for some upcoming strategic planning work that the Advisory Board will be undertaking in early March. Thanks in advance for your help.
 
[image: Mary Briggs]Congratulation to Mary Briggs who was just named Zonta's Woman of the Year at the Chamber of Commerce annual gala.  Mary served as Executive Principal of the Hilton Head Elementary Schools and Assistant Superintendent of the Beaufort County Schools before assuming her present position as Executive Director of the Hilton Head Symphony Orchestra.  We are proud to have her as a member of the Advisory Board and EducationChair of Women in Philanthropy.
 


Best wishes for a speedy recovery to member Martha Anne McDonald who suffered some severe injuries in a recent automobile accident. We hope you're back in full stride very soon, Martha Anne.
 
If you have any member news you'd like to report, contact Margaret Sanders at margaretsanders1@gmail.com or call her at 8370in
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	A Valentini Evening  
  
More than 60 Women in Philanthropy members and guests joined in a Valentine's celebration at the home of Jean Henderson.  A special "valentine" cocktail was served up by Jean's husband, John - complete with pink apron.  Good food, good friends and great fun! 

 [image: https://imgssl.constantcontact.com/letters/images/deleted_image.gif]                                                           
[image: https://origin.ih.constantcontact.com/fs027/1101414741673/img/105.jpg]
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 [image: https://origin.ih.constantcontact.com/fs027/1101414741673/img/107.jpg] 
[image: https://origin.ih.constantcontact.com/fs027/1101414741673/img/106.jpg]           
 
  
[image: https://origin.ih.constantcontact.com/fs027/1101414741673/img/109.jpg][image: https://origin.ih.constantcontact.com/fs027/1101414741673/img/108.jpg]


[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK12]
	Some Thoughts on Giving
 
 Women in Philanthropy's grant-making theme this year is "Helping the Hungry", so the following article is of interest in these difficult times.
 
Number of Americans Seeking Emergency Food Assistance Up 46 Percent Since 2006, Report Finds 
 
One in eight Americans -- or more than 37 million people, including 14 million children and nearly 3 million seniors -- receive emergency food each year through the nation's network of foodbanks and the agencies they serve, a new report from Feeding America ( http://feedingamerica.org/ ) finds. The number represents an 
increase of 46 percent since 2006.
 
Over that period, the report found significant increases in the number of children (50 percent), Hispanics (66 percent), and African Americans (26 percent) being served annually by emergency food programs; the number of households with seniors facing very low food security (64 percent); and the number of households that have to choose between paying for food or their rent or mortgage (39 percent), their utilities or heating fuel (46 percent), or their medical bills (34 percent).
 
These numbers are truly sobering for us when it seems we live in a land of plenty.
Of additional interest are these statistics, reported last week.
 
Americans have donated $650 million to the Haitian relief effort. Americans also spent $650 million on snack foods in preparation for the Super Bowl. We are truly a unique and wonderful country. 
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	WIP Welcomes New Members 

February has been a great month so far for Women in Philanthropy. We are delighted to welcome:
 
Antoinette (Toni) Bailey - Hampton Hall
Andrea Bhatt - Port Royal
Geralyn Keating - Palmetto Dunes
Elizabeth Loda - Hilton Head Plantation
Lauren Pearson - Beaufort
Sally Lloyd-Steedman - Hilton Head Plantation
 
In thanking WIP for our recent Valentini party, Elizabeth Loda wrote, "This group of women clearly enjoy their association and eagerly work together toward a common mission." 

We hope that all our new members find this same level of enthusiasm. We're so pleased to have you.
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	WIP Committee Chairs
 
If you are interested in learning about the work of our committees, or would like to lend a hand, please contact the committee chairs listed below.
 
Communications - Margaret Sanders - margaretsanders1@gmail.com
Education - Mary Briggs - mbriggs@hhso.org
Events - Lois Graver - loisgraver@roadrunner.com
Grants - Juliann Foster - juliannbluitt@aol.com
Membership - Linda Ellis - cabiner@hargray.com

Other Leadership:
Chair - Mary Noonan - maryhhi@hargray.com
Vice Chair - Margaret Conn - rconnmconn@aol.com
Strategic Planning Chair - Liz Clist - eclist@aol.com
Nominating Chair - Susan Ketchum - susan_ketchum@ml.com
Members at Large - Jean Henderson - Jndjthndrsn@aol.com
                           Shiela Armstrong - sarmstr3@aol.com
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