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[image: Sheia]U.S. Department of Commerce Secretary Gary Locke has appointed Sheila Armstrong to serve on his U.S. Travel and Tourism Council. This nomination is a great honor for Sheila as she is one of only 29 hospitality industry CEOs appointed to serve on this board. The board is responsible for advising the Secretary of Commerce on all key matters relating to national travel and tourism policy. Other members include Richard Anderson, CEO of Delta Airlines, Adam Goldstein, President & CEO of Royal Caribbean International, and John Sprouls, CEO of Universal Orlando Resorts.
 
Sheila is an active member of WIP. She currently serves on the Advisory Board, is the past Chair of the Communications Committee, and plays an important role in strategic and long-range planning.
 
Sheila is also the Executive Director of the U.S. Cultural & Heritage Tourism Marketing Council, whose mission is to market U.S. cultural and heritage tourism destinations both nationally and internationally.
 
Congratulations, Sheila! You make us proud.
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	Message From Mary 
 
Dear Members:
 
I am delighted to report that our response to the Community Foundation's challenge[image: https://origin.ih.constantcontact.com/fs027/1101414741673/img/99.jpg] grant has been excellent.  Thanks to our Valentini Party and the Colleton River and Moss Creek recruitment parties, we have enrolled 24 new members this month. Welcome ladies!  Remember, the Foundation is contributing $250 to our WIP endowment fund for each new member.  So let's keep this excitement going! 
 
Our Advisory Board is in process of updating our five-year Strategic Plan.  I want to thank all of you who took time to complete the survey.  Your comments were very helpful.  At this point, I would like to share the basic elements of the plan with you:
 
Vision:  Coming together to make a difference in the Lowcountry
 
Mission:  Through the unique lens of a woman to:
· Promote the power of collective giving 
· Explore new approaches to address community needs 
· Embrace fellowship 
· Engage and inspire women along their philanthropic paths
 
We will be asking our standing committees to review the draft plan next month and help us to fill in the action steps.  If you have any ideas or activities you would like to have considered, please send them to Liz Clist, Strategic Planning Chair, at eclist@aol.com, or to an appropriate committee chair.  We want our members to feel engaged in and supportive of Women in Philanthropy.
 
We hope to have the Strategic and Action Plans completed by the Annual meeting and luncheon, now scheduled for Tuesday, May 11, at the Moss Creek Clubhouse.  Please save the date on your calendar and plan to join us.
 
Happy Spring!
 
Mary Noonan, Chair
WIP Advisory Board
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	Member Spotlight - Opal Abbink
 
[image: opal]Opal and her husband came to Hilton Head in 1976 from Lake Lanier, GA.  Their plan was to develop a tennis program here in partnership with Evonne Goolagong, but Opal's husband's untimely death prevented that partnership from ever occurring.  Coping with her new life, Opal decided to stay on the island and begin her long and committed volunteer work here.  Over the years she has been an integral part of the growth of the Arts Center, the Hilton Head Symphony and Volunteers in Medicine.  She has worked as a volunteer, served on two boards and done fundraising in support of these and many other organizations.  The primary focus of her efforts has been encouraging outreach to communities by introducing new programs or enhancing their existing ones.  Service to her community has been a driving force throughout her life.
 
Her years here have given her an understanding and love of the island and the people in our community. Because of this, as she has seen a need, she has taken action.  Her work with the Boys and Girls Club of the island is an example of this.  She helped take action to raise awareness and funds for that organization after learning about their needs.  Opal actively participates as a volunteer in the organizations she supports, bringing a level of commitment that has been inspirational to those who have worked with her.  She has been recognized with many awards for her service to the community and her contributions to the island. 
 
As one of the founders of Women In Philanthropy, Opal sees our group as an avenue women can use to give back to their community.  She particularly enjoys the fellowship of the group.  She believes association with other community volunteers is important because it provides the opportunity for the exchange of ideas and supports the overall education of WIP members.
 
Opal married Hans Abbink in 1982 and has three grown daughters, two step-sons, 11 grandchildren and 2 great-grand children.  Hilton Head is home, but Opal enjoys spending time at her home near Vail, Colorado when she can.  Our island is enriched by volunteers such as Opal, and all of us in WIP are appreciative of this founder's example of community service. 
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	  WIP Welcomes New Members 

Our campaign for new members is really gaining momentum. This month, we welcome 19 more members, bringing our total so far this year up to 24! What good news as we move into spring. Greetings to:
 
Karen Anderson - Colleton River
Doris Beedie - Colleton River
Claire Brennan - Moss Creek
Dinny Burget - Bluffton
Lynn Burt - Bluffton
Jan Cebalo - Bluffton
Mary Carter - Moss Creek
Linda Conklin - Hilton Head Plantation
Claire Craver - Windmill Harbour
Cary Fleming - Moss Creek
Paula Flink - Hilton Head Plantation
Monique Guffey - Maryland
Sally Hickman - Bluffton
Vickie Jourdan - Moss Creek
Ann Link - Colleton River
Peggy Parker - Bluffton
Mary Ann Putnam - Moss Creek
Bev Stahl - Bluffton
Sherry Steele - Colleton River
 
We hope our new members will review our Committee list and please call the appropriate Chair if you're interested in getting involved. We look forward to meeting you all.
 
Photos from the Recruitment Event at Marilyn Althans' home...
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	 Save the Date
Women In Philanthropy
6th Annual Luncheon

Tuesday, May 11, 2010
Moss Creek Clubhouse

Invitation to Follow

(As this event includes annual meeting business, invitations will be sent to Founding members 
and Current members only.  If you are unsure of your status, please contact the 
Community Foundation at 681.9100.)
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	Women in Philanthropy
Committee Chairs 

If you are interested in learning about the work of our committees, or would like to lend a hand, please contact the committee chairs listed below.
 
Communications - Margaret Sanders  
Education - Mary Briggs 
Events - Lois Graver  
Grants - Juliann Foster  
Membership - Linda Ellis 
 
Other Leadership:
Chair - Mary Noonan   
Vice Chair - Margaret Conn  
Strategic Planning Chair - Liz Clist  
Nominating Chair - Susan Ketchum 
Members at Large - Jean Henderson, Shiela Armstrong
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	Community Foundation of the Lowcountry
P.O. Box 23019
Hilton Head Island, SC 29925
843.681.9100  www.cf-lowcountry.org
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